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   FILE: PA02-0131 

DATE: July 9, 2003 

TO: File/Record/Applicant 

FROM: Bryan Speegle, Director, Planning and Development Services Department 

SUBJECT:  Planning Application PA02-0131 – An administrative Site Development Permit for 
grading at the edge of the Ladera Planned Community in Planning Areas 5 and 8 to 
balance related earthwork on-site. (TTM 15990 within PA 5, and TTM 15793 within PA 
8).    

APPLICANT: DMB Ladera LLC. 

 Authorized Agent: Planning Solutions – Jay Bullock 

 

I. NATURE OF PROJECT:  

A Site Development Permit for an earthwork balance site in the southerly portion of Ladera Planned 
Community.  As the grading work is completed for Ladera Planned Community and the last phase -
“Covenant Hills” is completed, there is the potential that up to 280,547 cubic yards of excess earthen 
material must be disposed of within the Ladera Planned Community.  This project proposes to dispose 
of this material within the southwesterly portion of Planning Area 5 and northwesterly portion of 
Planning Area 8, within the boundaries of the Ladera Planned Community.  The proposed project 
avoids the alternative approach, which would entail trucking the material to unknown off-site 
locations. 

The earthwork would result in the filing of an area of approximately 3.19 acres, which is currently 
concave at topographic contour elevations between 250 feet and 380 feet.  At the peak of the proposed 
fill with 280,547 cubic yards, the fill area will plateau at 380 feet to match existing topography in the 
surrounding area.  If less than 280,547 cubic yards is necessary, the result would be more of a gradual 
extension of manufactured slopes from the residential lots in Tentative Tract 15990.  A proposed 
construction road will be created to deliver the earthen material to the peak elevation of 380’.  The 
road may then be analyzed for recreational trail connection opportunities upon completion of grading 
and revegetation of the project area. 

The proposal was distributed for review and comment to five County divisions and the City of San 
Juan Capistrano for review and comment.  Those comments received have been addressed or the 
recommended conditions of approval are included within Appendix B.  The Ladera Open Space 
Conservancy (LANDCO) expressed no opposition to the removal of 2.72 acres from the proposed 
conservancy.  The resultant LANDCO acreage would remain in excess of 1,600 acres, per the 
Regional Open Space Agreement dated May, 21, 1998.  The City of San Juan Capistrano responded 
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with comments requesting that the grading reflect natural contouring and that terrace drains be earthen 
colored for camouflage purposes.  This comment is addressed with natural contouring as a part of the 
grading plan and with the condition of approval that requires the applicant to appropriately amend the 
“Urban Edge Treatment and Landscape Plan” to reflect the grading as described and appropriately 
landscape the project area consistent with the adjoining area approved landscape plans. 

 

II. REFERENCE:  (Authority for Administrative action is given by what ordinance, regulation, etc.)  

Orange County Zoning Code section 7-9-150 "Discretionary Permits and Procedures" and the Ladera 
Planned Community Program Text. 

 

III. ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: 

The proposed project is covered by Final EIR No. 555, previously certified on October 17, 1995 and 
Addendum PA020131.  Prior to project approval, the decision-maker must assert that together they are 
adequate to satisfy the requirements of CEQA for the proposed project. 

  

IV. CERTIFICATION: 

 I hereby certify that the subject proposal has been Conditionally Approved as noted below. 

  

  Bryan Speegle, Director  
  Planning and Development Services Department 

 

 By: _______________________________________  
  Chad Brown, Chief  
  CPSD/Site Planning Section 
 

APPEAL PROCEDURE 

Any interested person may appeal the decision of the Director on this permit to the Orange County Planning 
Commission within 15 calendar days of the decision upon submittal of required documents and a filing fee 
of $ 760.00 filed at the Development Processing Center, 300 N. Flower St., Santa Ana. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Appendix A - Findings 

Appendix B - Conditions of Approval 


